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VIRAL HEPATITIS. By Saul Krugman and David J. Gocke. Volume XV in
the series Major Problems in Internal Medicine. (Pp xiii+147; illustrated.
£12.25). Philadelphia, London, Toronto: Saunders. 1978.
THIS monograph summarises current knowledge of types A and B viral hepatitis and also
makes reference to the frequent association of non-A, non-B hepatitis with blood transfusion.
Hepatitis due to cytomegalovirus, EB virus, coxsackie virus and yellow fever virus is not
considered.
The first three chapters are concerned with historical, aetiological, pathogenetic and
epidemiological aspects of the subject. Differences in the characteristics and transmission of
HAV and HBV are discussed and HAAg, Anti-HAV, HBsAg, HBcAg, HBeAg, Anti-
HBC and Anti-HBs are described.
In the chapter on acute virus hepatitis figures are effectively used to illustrate the time
sequence of the principal immunological, biochemical and clinical events in the course of
the illness though in one or two, instances, e.g. Fig. 34, the valuable information contained
therein could have been made more readily accessible by additional simple annotation.
Fulminent hepatitis receives careful consideration and the very full discussion of possible
mechanisms and precipitating causes of hepatic encephalopathy and its management is a
welcome bonus.
The chapters on chronic hepatitis, the hepatitis carrier and post-transfusion hepatitis
are followed by an absorbing discussion on hepatoma associated with hepatitis B infection
and extrahepatic manifestations of hepatitis virus infections, in particular the serum sickness-
like syndrome of acute hepatitis and polyarteritis nodosa and glomerulonephritis associated
with hepatic B infection.
In the final chapter on the prevention of viral hepatitis the importance of general
measures designed to interrupt the chain of transmission of the virus is emphasised. The
place of passive immunisation against types A and B hepatitis with immune serum globulin
and hepatitis B immune globulin is discussed and hope is expressed that in the near future
active immunisation against type B hepatitis will be possible.
This carefully written, well-illustrated, expensive monograph contains much important
information including 437 references. It will have particular relevance for those with a
specialty interest in viral hepatitis.
T.F.
THE CLINICAL RECOGNITION OF CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE.
By J. K. Perloff. (Pp xv+781; illustrated. £29.75). Philadelphia, London,
Toronto: Saunders and Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders. 1978.
THE second edition of Dr. Perloff's book - The Clinical Recognition of Congenital Heart
Disease, is highly to be commended. As its title indicates the emphasis is on the clinical
manifestations rather than on invasive laboratory procedures. Within the confines of its
terms of reference the book presents a comprehensive survey of congenital heart disease.
The clinical descriptions of history, physical signs, phonocardiographic, electrocardio-
graphic and radiological appearances are unsurpassed and superbly illustrated. In an age
of technological excellence this book not only instructs but presents the reader with a timely
reminder of the wealth of relevant information which is still readily available without
immediate recourse to sophisticated invasive diagnostic procedures.
In this new edition the author has taken cognisance of recent developments in non
invasive diagnostic techniques, particularly M mode and two dimensional echocardiography.
Most chapters include a description of the echocardiographic appearances, although
illustrative echograms are sadly lacking.